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In the United States, on average, an African American woman working full time is paid 
$31,639 per year; while a white man working full time is paid $50,153 per year. This 
creates a wage gap between full-time working white men and African 
American women of $18,514.i  
 
What does the wage gap mean for full-time working African American women? 

 

If the wage gap were eliminated, African American working women and their families would have enough 
money for: 
 

 151 more weeks of food (nearly 3 years’ worth);ii 
 

 12 more months of mortgage and utilities payments;iii 
 

 22 more months of rent;iv 
 

 More than 5 years of family health insurance premiums;v or 
 

 More than 4,700 additional gallons of gas.vi  
 

African American women and their families suffer when women are underpaid. That’s why 
we need Congress to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act.  
 

The Paycheck Fairness Act (S.797, H. 1519) would: 
 

 Prohibit employers from retaliating against workers who discuss salaries with colleagues; 
 

 Require that employers prove that any pay differences exist for legitimate, job-related reasons; 
 

 Create a negotiation skills training program for women and girls; 
 

 Recognize employers for excellence in their pay practices; 
 

 Provide assistance to businesses, especially small ones, to help with equal pay practices; and 
 

 Enhance the Department of Labor’s and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s 
abilities to investigate and enforce pay discrimination laws. 

 

Polling data show overwhelming support for the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
 

 In a nationwide poll of registered voters, 84 percent said they support “a new law that would 
provide women more tools to get fair pay in the workplace” and 72 percent of respondents 
strongly support such a law.vii  
 

 Members of all racial and ethnic groups strongly support the Paycheck Fairness Act. Eighty-
two percent of African Americans, 84 percent of Latinos and 86 percent of whites support the 
law. Seventy-four percent of African Americans, 74 percent of Latinos and 73 percent of whites 
express strong support. 
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 The poll was conducted from May 21 to 24, 2010, by Lake Research Partners. A nation-wide sample of 932 registered voters 
was asked the following question: Congress is considering a new law that would provide women more tools to get fair pay in the 
workplace. The law will also make it harder for employers to justify paying different wages for the same work and ensure that 
businesses that break the law compensate women fairly. Would you support or oppose such a law? For full results and 
methodology, see: http://www.nationalpartnership.org/site/DocServer/5-2010_Poll_Data_One_Pager_LL__2_.pdf?docID=6681 
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